'THE PR

by TOM ROONEY

THE MOST popular question after Jast Sunday's drawn County
Senior Hurling Final was who had benefited most from the Final
which was considered one of the best in recent years.,

The question .gyins further impetus given Gort's continued

improvement with cvery game in the championship and
Kiltormer's liking for dramatic improvement in replays.

The general consensus of opinion is that the replay arranged for
Duggan Park on Sunday (3 p.m.) in contrast to most others, will

be another close affair,

A mini survey carric_d out by The Connacht Tribune failed to
provide a clearcut prediction in favour of either side. -

Galway's Ali-Ireland captain.'SBAN SILKE was enthusiastic

- g

1T, I
H

. '.‘."’
£

1
!

t
©

FTHEERE R T

performancg was severely restricted by influenza, will have the

benefit of a wecks recovery.

‘Gort must iron out- their _inoonsislcncics and with that bit of
luck Which they havee had going with them all year they can doit,’

added Silke. :

County Board Secretary, DAVID McGANN was fa’ositive in his

predictioin that Kiltormer would have four points to spare over
Gort who [ast won the title in 1934,

‘Kiltormer will have benefited most from the drawn game. This
was their fourth draw this year and' they certainly learned their
lesson afterthe drawn semi-final against Turloughmore. ™~

‘I also believe that Andy Fenton should be played out the field
rather than full foward and with Joe Hayes almost certain to be
back Kiltormer should win by four or five points.” -

. NEITHER side had picked their

team for Sunday's Co. Hurling

_« Final replay at the time of writing,

but both Kiltormer and Gort are

" expected 10 be at full strengih-for

Sunday's replay at Duggan Park.
Kiltormer secretary, Joe Hayes,

who did fiot play in the drawn game

because ~of illness, told The

" Connacht Tribune that he had now

recovered and was in contention for
a place on the team for the replay.
Hayes would not be drawn into

about the drawn final and felt that Gort had the winning of it but
allowed Kiltormer to re-assert themselves.

predictions about the outcome but

he said that Kiltormer had got ‘the

feel' of Gort and they knew what |
they had to do on Sunday. -

‘Last Sunday was the first time we ;
played Gort this year and our semi- - 1
final mecting with Turloughmore !
was ako our first with them this :
year. We were happy with a draw’
last Sunday and we knw what we
have to do now," said Hayes.

Gort, who are due 1o pick their
team tonight {Thursday) have a few
injury problems, the most serious 10

McGann warned, however, that he would not write off Gort
and he was particularly impressed with their full forwrad Kevin
Fahy who could have won last Sunday’s final on his own if he had
got the right service. S .

Hurling Board Secretary, FRANK CORCORAN does not see
Sunday's replay in that order. ‘Gort have not missed the boat but
their defence will have to be on their toes because any one of the
Kiltormer forwards is a matchwinner.’ i

Corcoran also pointed out that Kiltormer had not been beaten
at Duggan Park since 1974 and Coner Hayes would have
benefited considerably from the drawn game. ‘It's going to be

' 'fﬁf{ﬁ':

AT
OME FOR THE BOOK ... referee Mick Quaine notes Kiltormer's goal
scored by John Goode. . '

I still think Gort can do it with a bit of luck. They cpuld have
lost and won last Sunday. They had Kiltormer in trouble with
ground hurling in the early stages of the first half but then they: ,
stopped and let Kiltormer off the hook.

“Ihey started the second half with good direct hurling but they
stopped again and allowed Kiltormer back in the match for 2
second time.'

his prediction and said he believed the weather would have an
important bearing on the issue. '

‘Fine weather will suit Gort’s direct style but the heavier
weather would be more suited to Kiltormer, [ do not see anybody
walking away with it,” he added.

Gort captain, Sylvie Linnane being presented with the Sanga
Skills Award for 1981 by Mr. John Ludden, Marketing Director of
Sanga, prior to Sunday’s County Final at Duggan Park,

Ballinasioe. The football skills award has been wan by Offaly’s
Charlie Conroy,

Silke was glowing in his praise for Conor Hayes' performance
but he doubts if Hayes can reproduce the same standards in -
successive games, while he points'out that Sylvie Linnane, whose

very close and would not plump for anybody,’ he added. " The survey clearly shows a divi

ston among the experts but it all
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Galway team trainér CYRIL FARRELL was equally cautious in

points to another absorbing struggle.

{Continued on Page 12)
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GORT 28

a KILTORMER

by MICHAEL GLYNN

1-11

IF CHAMPIONSHIPS were decided by one’s input to the proceedings
then Gort would have emerged hands down winners of the County Senior
Hurling Championship Final at Duggan Park on Sunday, yet for all the
- South Galway side’s toil and endeavour, a largely outplayed Kiltormer
* outfit were not undeserving of a draw if only for the touches of finesse that

they contributed during their last quarter revival.

It may not have been an epic decider but it always maintained a high level
_of interest particularly since it looked likely for the most part that the
outsiders, Gort, would take the laurels from the hot favourites, Kiltormer. -
The standard may have dropped to average or below on occasions, yet by
comparison with recent county finals it was not a bad game for the 8,000

plus spectators.

Ppematch expectations were high.
of u fascinating clash of styles —
Gont's unfussy direct approach!
versus Kiltormer's flair and skill —
and notwithstanding the  result
there could be no argument at the
end about which had proved the
more cffective. For Gort won this

game everywhere but on the:

scoreboard, something thm s
emhugised by the fact that they
never onee fell into arrears after
taking a third minute lead.

Gort have every reason, in facl,
to fecl that they did not get out of
the match what they put into it and
few impartiol observers would
dispute the coniention thut their
high workrate was worthy of the
club’s first Co. Title since the
1930's.

They comprehensively ourplayed
Kiltormer for long periods,
particularly i the openir.g minotes
and once the doubts aboul the
quality of their amack had
scemingly been dispelled in the (irst
quarter, they looked set fair to

destroy bath Kiltormer's reputation *

and championship aspirations.
Gort led by (-5 to 0-1 after sixteen
minutes, lurgely through the agency
of full forward Kevin Fahy, but the
scoreline at that stage rellected just
a small measure of their superiority,
for i1 was only the alertness of Frank

_ Larkin in the Kiltormer goal which

prevented a substantially larger gap
Jbetween the sides.

The South Galway side, however,
lost much  of their ottacking
direction after that and operating
on reduced possession up 1O the
interval, werc hard pressed 10
maintain 3 0-6 to 0-3 lead at half
time, although it must be said that

Kiltormer were far from convincing *

in. whitling back the deficit.

Character

"Yet when Kiltormer equalised
within two minutes of 1he restart,
Gort really showed their fighting
qualities and the first of Gerry
Linnane's two goals a minute fater
truly mirrored their, character. The
same was the case again after John
Goode had equaliscd for Kiliormer

in the 38th minute and, indecd, 0
well did Gort respond on that
occasion that their 27
advantape appearcd. sccure even
with a full quarter remaining.

Unfortunately for them,
however, Kiltormer's remarkabie
facility for survival — remember
Ollie - Kilkenny's last  second
equaliser from a twice taken lincball
against Castlegar and further draws
‘with Ardrahan and Turloughmore
in the semi-final. — cventually
-asserted itsedf 10 such an extent that
it was the East Galway squad who
finished the stronger despite having
10 rely on Sean Cormican’s last pock
50 yard free to foree a draw.

And  while  Gort  were
undoubtedly hard déne by 1he
result, one. could not begrudge
Kiltormer their sccond chance for
the way they finally pui their game
together in the closing minutes after
looking strangely lethargic for three
quarters of an hour.

Kiltormer's match plan obviously
went haywire in the face of Gort’s
opening blitz and their usnal
composure flew out 1he window as
they struggled throughout the field
1o contain opponents who tore into
the fray from the throw-in. It was
only when Gort droped the pace
going into the second quorter that
‘the favourites managed to put some
semblance of conviction into their
play, but panic still resurlaced at
times, most notably during 2 hectic
spell five minutes from the cnd
when  three different  players,
ignoring the easy point, attempted
to carve a path to goal when their
side was only two points béhind.

While Kiltormer were breathing a
massive’ sigh of relief, Gort
gndoubtedly were rueing the fact
that they had let their opponents off
the hook through the absence of a
killer punch at a stage when
Kiltormer were recling under the
pressure. [n particular they must
regret seven sccond half wides. —

Yet in the context of two of their
best players, Sylvie Linnanc and
Picree Piggoty, failing 10 exert their
cxpecied influence on the game,
they will hardly complain about the

1w 1-7.

cquity or otherwisc of the outcome.
Essentially Gort's strength lay in

{heir defence especially in a. rock

solid full back line, but they were
also useful in attack where they had
a number of individuals capable of
doing good things though they
lacked power in depth, something
which probably cost them the titld at
the first time of asking at least.

Behind the defence goalic Tony
Monahan was utierly dependable
and his confident display was surely
a source of encouragement 1o the
Gort full backsof whom John Nolan
in the centre was outstanding for the
manner in  which he totally
outplayed an incffectual Andy
Fenton who quite litteraliy did not
rouch the ball until the second half
and cven then he had to wander
oulfield 10 do so. Corner backs Josie
Harte and Joc Regan also greatly
limited the amount of possession
that John Goode and Sonny Glynn
saw. though 1o their credit, the
Kiltormer pair continued to battie
to the very end.

Gort cxperienced many more
problems at half back, however,
with all three Kiltormer half
forwards making an excellent
impression - over ‘the  hour,
particularly the fleet-footed Aidan
Staunton who sniped some vital
points from play. Sean Kelly also
showed up effectively and got past
Sylvie Linnane on- @ number of
occasions, while Tony Furey's
specd and accuracy was invaluable
to their causc.

It must be pointed out, however,
that the impact of the Gort outer
line was surely reduced by an {lincss

to their captain Linnane who still |

hudled well in defensive terms
without  attempting  anything
ambitious. On his fanks Christy
Monaghan and Michael Bremnan
put in wholehearted efforts.

At midficld ncither side attained
the desired consistency. Gort had
marginally the
exchanges here through Gerry Lally
who akso pointed some good frees,
but his pariner young Colman Rock
seemed overawed by the eccasion.

ONTHERUN . . . Kiltormer centré'half forward, Sean Kelly, evades an attempted tackle by Gorfs

Josie Harte.

Photo by John Carles

NO MORE OF THAT ". . . Referee Mick Quaine has & word of warning for Go}t corner back Joe

cut.

Regan after an incident in which Kiltormer's Padraic

‘Sonny’ Flynn (on ground) had received & head

1 — Coner Hayes showed his well
being from the throw-in when

-pulling 2a long Syivie Linnane

delivery from under the crossbar.

3 — Gerry Lally opencd  the
scoring for Gort when pointing A 28 -
yard free after Kevin Fahy had been
fouled on the run.

4 — Fahy scored a nice point from
the right when beating Tom Lynch
to the catch 18 yards out.

5 .— John Goode was booked by
referee, Mick Quaine,

6 — Fahy again caused turmoil in
the Kiltormer defence and the ball
broke to John Crehan whose rising
ground shot was well saved by Frank
Larkin and the ball was swepl-
upfieid for Tony Furey to end a fifty
yard run with a good point,

7 — Lally pointed a 21 yard free
when Fahy spain beat Lynch but
-was fouled in possession by the full
back.

$ — Fahy wandered out to collect
Pierce Piggotts low cross for a
fabulous point.

14 — A Sylvie Linnane free from

inside half way wns grabbed by,

Crehan whose handpassed cffort
was good but mot good encugh to
beat the vigilant Larkin,

16 — Gort's Mattie Murphy shot
a sweet 35 yard point when Piggott
played the ball low infield from a
brilliantly flighted Sylvie Linnanc
fineball out of defence. :

18 — Aldan Staunton redued the
deficit to 0-5 to 0-2 when shooling a
marvellous 55 yard point sfler 2
poorly taken Ollie Kilkenny lineball
broke favourzbly for him.

- 19 — Gort goalic Tony Monahan
held a high Sonny Glyan lob, but his
puck out fell fo the talented Staunton
who duly planted it between, the
uprights from-40 yards out on the

* left wing.

21 = Christy Monaghan was
booked for pulling across Furcy and
Sean  Cormican

right wing free to leave only a point
between the sides,

. 23 —= Lally replied "with a point
from 2 40 yard free. .

24 — Sean Kelly won a race for
possession i the left corner and cut
ju along the endline to perfectly
place Furey for a point to close the
first half scoring at 0-6 to 05 in
favour of Gort.

26 — ‘Sonny’ Glynn had to leave
the field for two minutes to get 2
head wound bandaged.

- Second Half
32 — Andy Fenton, getting his

first taste of the ball in the game,’

lofted a high pefnt from 45 yards, o

landed 2
maognificent 70 yard point from the.

climax a crisp, first time Kiltormer
move along the ground,

33 — Michael Cahill won the ball
in the right corner and handpassed
the ball back to Piggott whose cross
was knocked to the ground by Frank
Larkin and Gerry Linnape was on

* hoand (o find the net from a mere

three yards.

;'35 — Gort, their Jead restored,
came within & fraction of going six
points ahead but Murphy just failed
to make the connection with
Piggott’s teasingly low thugh batl,

38 — Ollie Kilkenny's linchall
caused the first hint of desperation in
the Gort' defence and the ball was
worked through a bunch of players
to John Goode who took his gonl well
from close ringe to leave the teams
locked together at 1-6 each.

41 — Lally vdged Gort back into

the lead with a peint from a 30 yard
free oo the right.

43 —Furvey levelled matters again
when the Gort defence failed to cut
out Staunton’s lefl wing centre,

45 — Murphy had both time and

space " to drop a [fty-five yard.

delivery into the Kiltormer square
and as both. goalie Larkin and full
back Lynch failed to cope-with it,
young Gerry Linnane could hardly
believe his huck as the ball again fell
into his path for another simple goal.

46 - Staunton scored a fine left
wing point.

47 — Kiltormer's Joe Hayes, who

had been warming up from as early-

as the cight mivute, finally came on
amd replaced Liam Larkin.

30 — Another Kiltormer switch -

saw Martin Staunton introduced at
full forward with Fenton dropping

back to midfield in place of Donie
Campbell who was withdrawn.

52 — Furey pointed a 35 yard free
1o cut the deficit to a paint.

55 — Lally put Gort two points in
front again from a superbly taken 21
yard free out on the left sideline.

58— Tony Kilkenny pointed from
12 yards range at the beight of the
Kiltormer pressare after Furey had
failed to rise a close-in free.

60— Ollie Kitkenny was fouled on
a burst into the Gort half and this

presented  Cormican ~ with  anm -

opportunity to equalise from 50
yards. The pressure .on him was
increased when Referee  Quaine
indicated that there was only time
for the puck out, but showing nerves
of steel the Kiltormer captain put the
ball between the posts for a dramatic
conclusion  to" -  reasomably
entertaining game. .

better of the
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TWO CLUBS, whose roots go batk a long, long way

in the history of the Gaclic Athletic Association in
Galway, met in the Duggon Park last Sunday in the
Co. Final of the Intermediate Hurling Championship.

It was, in fact, Killimor's sixth appearance in a
County Intermediate Hurling Fial in the last eleven
years and notall of these appeararices were siccessful,
Sadly, it seems that Killimor will-have 1o try again in
1982 1o lift themscives inte a more permanen place in
Senior ranks, a place the age of the Club and iis service

.to the garte would entitle it 1o hold. :

In recent rimes, Loughrea, like 'their opponents,
have notenfoyed the best of fortune in their struggle to
stake n lasting place in the fop ranks of the game in the

county. They, too, have tesied the sweets of success
and the dregs of demoiion, blit up ar down, in or out
of Senior ranks, the rwo clubs have always fought
gallandy ar whatever level the fates ordained.

This, then, was the background to their meeting in
Ballinasloc last Sunday and, 1o boih, victory was all
important. There was quict confidence on both sides
and even the most rabid of fans on cither side would
go muich beyond ‘It can go an yivay, but we might ..."

It was a close game, maybe ioo close, for there wasa
share of poor, hasty hurling that wasted chances for
cither side. Killimor supporters connot have been loo

happy with the owtconie. Going into,the last couple of -

minutes of the first half Killimar; enjoying a seven

point lead, were looking comforiable cnough agatnst

a Loughrea side that did nos seem to have come
rogether. !

But seconds later the Lakesiders clicked inlg gear
and with a smart goal and a point, wrested the
initlative from Killimor and it did appear plainly that
the longer the half weni on, the better Loughrea would
do. Loughrea supporters . must  have . been
disappointéd 1o hear thar haif, time whiste for their
players really had their wils in the air. '

In the event, it made lintdle difference, for Loughrea,

then established an ascendancy they were to reiain ail
through the second half thanks 1o a cool defence and
the untiring efforts of their centrefielder Fr. IggY

Clarke, who besides taking his team-mates out of

difficult defensive situations time and again, co vereda
great deal of ground in the taking of frees and sideline
cuets that set up chances for his young feant-mases.

It was he who opened the scoring when he pointed a
75 metre free forty-five seconds after the throw-in.
Froiit the puck-out, Killimor gof moving and Paraic
Blayney went very close. Loughrea replied with a
smart etiack, Centre half forward Brendan Moran
sent a near pass to his cornermran Brian Kelly but
before anything came of the chance a Killimor
defender conceded a free 35 metres our. Moran’s half
forward colleague was on largei. .

Penalty Save

Now it was Killimor's turn 10 anack. They were

“awarded a free. John Headd shot low and hard and

Christy Daniels in the Loughrea goal did well to cut it
off and mnke o pariiad clearance, Paraic Bloyney won
the tussle for the ball further aut but his shot was well
wide of the posts. Killimor tried agnin and a Longhrea

_ defender was caught in the act, this time for o three-

man penalty. Loughrea brought back Peter Murphy
from the right half forward spor to fill one of the three
positions between their posis and so well they might -
for this fine young player had done very. well in-goal .
for the County Minor ican a couple of years ago.

This confidence was not misplaced for it was he

" who turned a rasper from John Headd around a post.

The ‘65" was 1aken by Vipny Brien. He sent the bt
over the Loughrea bar and Killimor ere on the -

" scoreboard after six minutes of play. A couple of.

minutes later another Vinny Brien free went to the
Loughrea square. Christy Danieis made a good save
but Killimor pressed in again 1o force a '65°. Again
Vinny Brien shot and again he scored and the sides

were level on two points apiece.
In the tenth minute a nice point by their caplain,

eum T

Eamon Hanney put Killimor in the lead but, shorily
afier, a Loughren free, pointed by Peter Murphy
balanced the scores. Though the scoring was as close
as that, the hurling was not all that exciting. There'was
a good deal of scooping and there were even @ few
fresh alf shots that gave indication of tension in bath
sides.

Kiltimor jumped into the lead in stylish fashion in
the eighteenth minute. John Headd angled a good ball
10 the Loughrea square. Showing fine anicipation
Shane Brody came racing in to get under itand volley
it, tennis-fashion to the net. This raised Killimor
spirits both on the ficld and ofl around it They
attacked again and had the Loughrea defeice under
severe pressure. Good work by iggy Clarke relieved
many an awkward situation.

While most of the attacking was done by Killimor,

Loughrea managed the odd soriie into enemy territory
bue there was lide reward for their work. Scven
minutes front haif time Killbnor atacked again to win
a '65" away ot in the corner. Vinny Brien drove the
ball 1o tite Loughrea goal area and Jolr Headd shoia
fine goal through « forest of legs. and swinging
hurdeys, When, three minutes later, Emmonn Hanney
whacked over anotie? point to give Killimor a seven
point lead, Killimor supporiers had plenty to cheer
about and could be forgiven their rosy expectations of
following their team into Senior Ronks

At this stage Loughrea inroduced Camillies Kelly
into their attack and very soon after the whole tenor of

this game seemed jo change. Killimorappeared tolose "

command of the situation they had enjoyed up to then
and Loughren took up the running with a confidence
they had not shown heretofore. With the Killimor
defence breached, their goalkeeper, Enda McClearn
waes called on for avery fine save. :
Turning Point . -

From the clearance the ball ended up over the
sideline. A beawtiful cut by Iggy Clarke dropped the
ball 'in the Killimor goaimowth. In the scramble,
cornerman Brian Kelly got to the ball and sent it to the

-

niet. Front then on one had the distinct impression thet

the quicker half time came the better it would be for
Killimor. One writes or hears about or talks of the
moment when a gare tirns and the owlcome seems
obvious, if there was sich an occasion this goal, two
minutes before kalf fime, was that magi¢ monent for
Loughrea — at least 1o one speciafor. o

This feeling was re-inforced ai once as Loughrea
swept into the anack once again and thirly seconds
before the break Paraic Murphy's point from a close
free cur Killimar'slead to asingle goal. At the interval,
the score stood at 24 to 1-4 in favour of Killimor.
Such a state of affairs did not last for very long.

Loughrea began the second half In very business
like fashion and a free taken by lggy Clarke e
Killimors lead to two points after three minuties of

play. Two minutes later, Lovughrea took the lead with

a fine gonl scored i very determined fashion by Brian
Kelly. Also showing up very well at this early s1age in
the second half was the substmute, Camillus Kelly.
Following a fine run hie got the ball into the Killimor
et bt the whistle had gone for a foul on him by a
defender and the referee awarded instead a three-man _
ponalty. 38 . .

Goalkeeper Enda McClearn saved Iggy Clarke's
shot at the expense of a 65", Iggy Clarke sent the ‘65’
to the Killimor square and, futingly enough, it was
Camillus Kelly who was fi/s1 0 the ball and he loshed
in Loughrea’s third goal. Secing the game geting
away from them Killimor fought hard to stent the tide.
They attiacked with. spiric and after Christy Daniels
‘had made a fine save of a very good shot by Paraic

Blayney they came back hard at the Loughreadefence

and a point from a Joln Headd free and another one
[from a free tnken by Shane Brody, rekindled the liope
irt their supporiers. 500 ©

They continued to press but a couple of moves that
were pressed home with great determination ended
wide or had the ball coming back inio play off an
wpright. It was around this time that the true worth of
Iegy Clarke to this Loughrea team became apparent.

‘(Continued on Page 12)
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GORT 2.6

By '!‘031 ROONEY

3

KILTORMER 0-8

GORTIS in a festive mood this week after the long awaited County Hurling Final
victory which cluded many of their greatest hurlers over the past forty years. But
their heroes of yesterday could hardly have been pleased at the disgraceful scenes
which destroyed what was meant to be a great occasion for Galway hurling.

Referee, Mick Quaine, will undoubtedly be criticised and he was not
blameless, but surely the players from both sides should have been above the level
of thuggery which prevailed in the second half of a demoralising county final -
replay ar Duggan Park, Ballinasloe on Sunday.

Kiltormer centre haff forward
Scun Kelly was sent off by Mr.
Quaine three minuates from time but
his action was too late to vndo 1he
daniige which preceded .

Kelly, in fact. outhurded Gort
captan, Sylvie Linnane [or much of
the hour und he was by no means
the worst offende on a dav when ot
leust 4 dozen players wurranted a
similur fate. '

The question of who stized the
filth rs snmaterial but suffice to say
that Gort had lintle need o, given
that they were deservedly in [ront
for the entire game except {or the
first  minute  when  Kiltormer
capliin. Sean Cormican put o 65
over the bar,

Tension  surfaced  from  the
opening minutes of the s¢cond half
when 'Gort's scoring here, Mattic
Murphy and Kiltormer's Kierun
Lyach were involved in an off the
pall incident for the second time in
1he hall.

‘Free-For-All’

Referee Quaine consulted bis
vinpires at the Kiltormer goal but
he only cautioned the players
insteid of dismissing one or both
men, This might have aveided
further incidems which cventually
crupted into 2 ‘lree-for-all® at the
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ON THE BREAK . . . .Gort's Gerry Linnane proves too speedy for team captain, Sylvie Linnane -

Kiltormer's Joe Hayes.
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other end in the lust minute of the
match.

In the interim there were
countless off the ball incidents
behind the referee’s back which
mide Kelly's offence — he was
‘caught” siriking Linnane who was
by ne means innocent — look
harmless,

Tension was lurking under the
surface after 1wenty three minutes
of 'the first hall when John Crehan
Lot a touch v Murphy's dipping
shot 10 snatch a goal which
clfectively sealed victory for Gort.

In the {irst of a series of desperate
cfforts 10 save the match Kiltormer
replaced full back Tom Lynch with
Liam Lorkin and moved Andy
Fenton from midfictd, where he was
never effective 10 full back.

Larkin moved 10 right ~Tull
forward it a switch with Donic
Campbell who 1ok over from
Femton  in midfickd. Fentons
presence at full back was part of o
concerted cffort to 'soften’ a Gon
full forwurd line that availed of
almost every opportunity they got
in 1he first half.

Shameful

It wus hardly comcidental that
Murphy should find himself Novred
in an off the ball incident with
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Lynch who was also injured after he
scored a point two minetes into the
sccond half, -

it was the beginning of a shameful
afternoon . for both sides as
Kiltormer began to recognise that
the match was slipping away {rom
them,

Gort could only manage onc
more paint also from Murphy and
Kiltormer two as the destiny of the

title  became. of  secondary
imporlance, ’
Murpy’s  point,  however,

provided a timely boost for Gort
just as Kiltormer's efforis-to save
the ganw peaked.

Fenton later moved to centre half
back and finally 1o fuli forward to
ratly & muted attack which had'six
first Balf wides, Only Kelly, Goode
and Staunton had the pace to take
on the Gort defence from a rather
limited service,

Gort were on their way to their
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CHAMPIONS GORT . . . .Front row, Iéft to right: Gerry Linnane, John Crehan, Joe Reg
Murphy, Michael Brennan. Back row, ‘left to rig

Monaghan, Michael Breqr)a_n, Kevin Fahy. 2

long awaited sucoess after a firsthalf *

in which any worthwhile hurling,
something of a rarity on Sunday,
was played. -

They had learned their lesson
from the drawn final when they
allowed Kiltormer through the back
door 10 force a replay.

On Sunday they were faster to the
ball and again resorted to the direct
approach which troubled Kiltormer
in the drawn final, never aliowing

them to dictate the play for any -

period of note,

Doubtful Defence

Kiltormer's full back line which
wis suspect in the drawn game
failed miscrably again on Sunday
and slong with goalkeeper Larkin
must share the blame for Gort's first
hall goals. -

Conor Hayes supreme in the
drawn game was now, however,
inhibited by his back injury and
witheut his authority Kiltormer's
defence was always doubtful,

In addition Pearse = Piggon
improved considerably. from the
previous week and apart (rom
selting up Murphy for their first goal
his indusiry rescued the Gort
defence on more than one occasion
in the second half. i

Even more significant  Gort
moved Michael Cahill from left [ull
to midfield to partner Gerry Lally
from the start and the change
reaped dividends,

Cahill scored two first half pointss
and gave Gort a decided advantage

in the area during that time before

Donie Campbell improved matters
for Kiltormer there after the break.

Confidence

Kiltormer, whose confidence was
such that. they had alrcady

organised a victory celebration, also, -

contributed to their own downfall.

In contrast to Gort, they failed to
heed the lessons from the previous
Sunday. Kevin Fahy who had
troubled Tom Lynch in the drawn
final repeated the dose on Sunday
and it was roo late when Lynch was
replaced seven minutes [rom the
break.

indeed over the course of the
hour they made far too many
insignificant changes which only
unsettled their team, while Gont
having bearned from the drawn final
played to their strengths and took
their opportunities in style.

In his after match victory speech

(Continved from Page 11)
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My Sports Editor asked me o give ‘a
blow by blow' account of the play
bui ' afpaid if | did it would make
prefry  gruesome réading so 'l
concenirate on the hurling whicli
should nor take up too much space,
writes TOM ROONEY,

Ist minule — Kiltormer captain
Sean Cormican got his team off
10 2 good start with a point fram
a 65, :

2 — Gort equalised through Gerry
Laliy with a point from &t twenty
one yards free after Conor Hayes
had been penalised for a foul.

4 — Tony Furey was wide with a
scorable free from 30 yards on
the left in what was the beginning
of a disappointing.afternoon for
both himself and Kiltormer.

5« Furey missed from 2 free again,
this time about 35 yards out in
fromt of the Gort goai afler
referee Quaine moved the ball
nearér to goal when Michael
Cahill dissented.

6 — Cahill scored the first of his two
first half points when he picked
up a loase ball after Conor Hayces
clearance was partiaily blocked
by Patrick Neilan,

9 — Cahil was again ideally
pusitioned abauat 30 yards from
the Kiltormer goai lo gather
another poor clearance from
Conor Hayes and score another
point,

Il — Gort’s first goal. The
Kiltormer central defence was
blatantly exposed as Piggott
received the sliothar unmarked
and fed Mattie Murphy who had

DEFEATED . . . Kiltormer, front row, left

more than enough time to first
time  the sliothar past an
unprotected Larkin to leave Gort
leading by 1-3 to (-1.

12 — Joe Hayves moved to left half
back in a switch Wwith Sean
Cormican who weat to right full
back in the first of a litany ol
positional changes by Kiltormer,

13 ~— Furey scored his first point -
from 35 yards.

15 — Lallya reptied with a peint
from afree, ‘.,

16 — Sean Kelly picked up a loose
ball and sent it ovér the bar from *
40 yards. : '

20 — Jolm Goode showed his
considerable pace when casing
away from Josie Harte to scorea
point after gathering possession
from o breaking ball between
Juohn Nolan and Peadar Ryan to
leave the score at -4 to 0-4 in
Gort's favour.

23 — Gort second goal was scored to
create a vold that Kiltormer
never breached. Muarphy was
agnin invoived. His inviting lob
was apparently dropping short
of Kiltormer's goal and Larkin
came oul to make the ball hisown
but his challenge was tather
weak., Cormican and Crehan
cross his path and Crehan gets a
final touch to the sliothr which
trickles over the goal line despite
Cormican’s despairing lunge to
retrieve il. :

25 — Liam Larkim replaced Tom
Lynch. Andy Fenton moved
from midfieid to fall back, Donie
Campbell switched from right

full’ forward to midfield and
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Liam Larkisi was introduced in
the vacant right full forward
berths as Kiltormer tefed to come
up with a winning formula.
27 — Staunton, who never got
" enough possession to make an
. - impact, scored a good paint from
30 yords, :
28 — Cormican added a point from
a free to leave the hall-time score
at 2-4 to 0-6 in Gort’s favour.

Sccond half: This, -disgrace fias
already been described but Ul
_record some of the incidems and |
the scores which' amonnted 1o
two poinis 1o each side,

2 — Mattie Murphy scored a point
after  Tony Kilkenny . last
possession.

5 — Mattic Murphy lay injured

. after an off the ball incident with
Kieran Lynch. Referee Quaine
consults the umplres at the
Kiltormer goal but took no
action. '

9 — Furey scored a point from a free
after Sylvie Linnane fouled Sean
Kelly toleave Gort leading by 2-5

© 1o D-T.

10 — Murph was floored again and
Lynch was also hort alier an off
the ball incident, Referee Quaine
again talked to his umpires and
this time warns Murphy and
Lynch. It was the beginning of a
sequence of shameful events.

15 — Good could possibly bhave
improved Kiltormer’s position

but his finish from the sod was .

poor after a sweeping upfield
move started by Joe Hayes who
placed Peadar Ryan whe, in
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én, Sylvie Linnane capt., Josfe Harte, Mattie
ht: Gerry Lally, Pearse Piggott, Mlchaél Cahill, Patrick Neilan, John Nolan, Tony

turn, found Gooode with n delt
outfield pass.

+ 19— Mattie Murphy alter switching

to left fuli forward gives Gort the
perfect psychological boost when
he landed a point despite
challenge from Lynch who had
followed him to his new position.
It was the last score of the day
:nd left Gort lkeading by 2-6 to 0-
20 — Conor Hayes moved to full
back in a direct switch with
Fenton.
22 — Hayes fouled Kevin Fahy who
ran on to score a point but

referce Quaine awarded a frecto |

_ Gort which Lally missed.

25 — By now Kilformer had

virtually thrown everybody into
attack. And as the lension

mounted In the Gort gonl their
goatkeeper Tony Monaghan put

a sideline cut by Ollie Kilkenny
out for a 65.

27 — While the players were
awaiting the 65 Kelly was caught
striking Linnane by referee
Quaine and he was sent off,

28 — Referee Quaine moved
towards midfield  where the
delayed 65 was stili 1o be taken. A
fracas involving at Jeast a dozen
players from both sides erupted.
The referee appealed for calm
and -summoned the captains,
Linnane and Cormican and
order was restored. -

29 — Cormican’ 65 is beaten out ina
crowded Gort goalmouth, and
eventually cleared by Piggott.
Seconds later Mr. Quaine blows
the final whistle.

Kieran Lynéh, Donie Campbell. Back row, left to right: Peadar Ryan, Szan Kelly, Frasnk Larkin, Tony Kilkenny, Andy Fenton, Joe Hayes,

Conor Hayes, John Goode.
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PANIC . . . .inthe Kiltormer goalmouth as goalie Frank Larkin paces back to avert a dangerous situation with Gort full forward Kevin
Fahy in a kneeling position. Looking on are referea Mick Quaine, Gorts John Ctolhan and Kiltormers Joe Hayes.
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KILTORMER'S

KILTORMER .....ccvvvrvrnnneess .
CASTLEGAR ...ovvvviirernnnnnns 12
THOUGH Kiliormer supporiers
and club members may have been
downcast and disappointed leaving
Duggan Park last Sunday afternoon
with their hopes of regaining the
Counry -Senior Hurling
Championship title they held for two
years in succession in the late
seventies faded and gone, they cowdd
still look forward with no lintle hope
10 the fuire of huriing in the parish.

' For, the afternoon before, their

under-I2- hurlers won the County

Under-12 Hurling Championship -
. with a w~ery good performance .

against Castlegar, who made a nuch
“better showing than the scoreline

. might suggest and kept the issue in

" doubt for most of the game,
Indeed, Castiegar can also look
. forward with considerable optimism
10 the nineteen-ninelies when these

- fine young huriers will have matured .

into the standardbearers who will
carry on the "Cashel” tradition, -

Conditions were ideal for the
game, which auracted o good
arendance. Kiliormer were the first
to score when some very neai
combination . between  Willlam

~ Tierney and Tony Larkin brought a

goal by Larkin that gave® the
Castlegar goalkeeper linle or no
chance. '
‘Castlegar made immediate reply
as they swarmed downfleld from the
puck-out. A very determined tmove
was finished in splendid siyle by

FUTURE IS WELL SECURE |

Brendan . Flynn who scored an
excellent goal from a very narrow
angle. 0
Castlegar kept up the pressure and
it look some very good waork by the
Kiltormer defence, notably Gerry
Kelly and Joseph Fahy, 1o keep them
at bay. Kiltormer finally managed 10.
break ow of defence’and some good
chances, ereated by Damien Curley,
were . converied into a couple of
poinis by Justin Campbell, who s
using his speed 1o very good effect (o
wrong-fooithe Castlegar defence. -
Castlegar came back for a good
polnt,” scored by Brendan Flynn,
and looked likely o get on ferms.
But  shortly . before  half-time,
William Tierneyimade the most of
htis chances when ke whacked in
another goal for Kiltormer. At the
break, the East'Galway side led 2-2
wl-l. - ..‘:'.. o
- In the second half, the Castlegar
goalkeeper, . Pt Egan, maoved
outfield, where; he got through a
. ‘good deal of usggul work. But, for all
that, the Castlegar defence ‘was
finding it very difficult 19 kecp any
kind of conirgl over 'the hard-
nning  Justin, Campbell  who,
thanks 1o good waork. by Tonmy
Kilkenny, tacked on two further
- Kiliormér poinss, one of them froma
Jrée. | . .
Michael Moylan cut the Kiltormer
“lead with a losg-range. poimt bu,
using the good service provided by a
very wuseful pair of . half-backs,
Thomas Hanmhan and John

.

Daonoghue, John O'Connor scored

another brace. ‘ '
Castlegar tried very hard o get

back imio the game and bouk

goalkeepers were called on w0 prove -
their worth, and well they managed -

wntil, shortly ' before- fidi-iime;
William Tierney drove in another
Kiltormer goal to clinch their claim
to the 1981 championship.

All of the Kihormer tcam played ..
their part in the winning of this and to°

name one player rather than anotlier

. would be invidious, They fielded asa

unif and they played to and for each
other  with. ~ conmendable
unselfishness. . )

Casilegar were very well served by
Brendan Flynn, Michael Moylan,
Conor Molloy, Jer. Broderick and
Par Egan who did well outfleld. The
referee, Tom Cloonan, presented the
cup to Damien Curley, the capiain of
the Kiltormer ream. -, =~

Kilrornier: Kieran Ke.n}a)'. Gerry;'

Kelly, ~ Joseph Fahy, Thomas
Hanrahan, John Donoghue, John
O'Conner, Damien Curley, Justin
Campbell,  Tommy _ Kilkenny,.
William Tierney, Tony Larkin

Subs.: Francis O"Conner for Tony

Larkin; Justin  Noone for John
O'Caonnor. :

Castlegar:  Pat
Broderick, Par' Casserly, - Conor,
Molloy, Martin Fox, Marsin Kyne,
Anthony Killeen, Michael Moylan,
James - Wall, ' Brendan Flymm,
Stephen Keary. Sub,: Liam Francis
for Janies Wall.

'
.
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"THERE ARE ncighbours, near ncighbours and wext-door
neighbours and then . . . you have Ahascragh ‘and Fahenagh.,
These two clubs are very close indeed and much more than mere
neighbours. Before the Fohenagh cub was revived in the thirtiesa -
young mon_from the parish, bounded as it is by Kilconnell,
Ahascragh and Caltra and Ballinasloe who wished to hurl, threw
in his lot with Ahzscragh. ,

With the revival Fohenagh were taken into the East Board
grouping while Ahascragh remained with the North Board. That
kept the two parishes apart and seldom, even since the Divisional
Board system was abolished some years ago, have the two clubs
mel al any competitive level, This year the clubs have metin junior
league games but Yiast Sunday the Duggan Park housed the first
ever Junior County Hurling Final between the two clubs,

-In consequence the mecting was invested with a- greater

" importance than, perhaps, it deserved and, while it was & close,

well contested game that reached no spectacular heights, it was o
one of the better games of this or any other season. :
Ahascragh played no very fancy hurling but they hurled steadily
and solidly and managed to fight off every serious challenge that
their opponents offered and went on to regain a title they have held
a conple of times in the past few years. '
Before this game began there was a one-minutes silence for-two
octogenarian's,.n brother and sister, Margaret and Martin Glynn
from the Ahascragh area who died in 4 fie at their home in the’
early hours of Sunday morning. '
Ahascragh gave early notice of their intentions when they won
the ball feom the theow-in and charged upficld. The finishing shot,

" however, ended wide. They managed to keep up the momentum of

their altack and in the fourth minute; Anto Smith, opened the
scoring with an Ahascragh point, Two more Ahascragh wides
followed in quick succession but in the sixth minute there was
greater accuracy in their attack when Michael Healy drove in 2

very groed goal, : \

Fohenagh got moving but a free brought relicf to the Ahascragh |
defence. In the tenth minute, Gerry Smith pointed 2 close free
from the right to stretch Ahascragh’s lead. Just then, it seemed as
if the red shirts of Ahascragh woanld sweep on to a one-sided
victory but Fohenagh immediately gathered thelr forces to make a

. rare sally into Ahaseragh tervitory and right cornerman, Paddy

Lohan finished a good movement with a capital goal,
Good Chance

Fohenagh tried again and, when Michael Gormally sent 2 free
close to the Ahascragh square they had a very good chance but
their left corner forward, Gerry Lally was off target with the final .
shot. Ahascragh attacked from the puck-off and the Fobenagh
defence counted itself lucky to concede a “65”. The ball went to the
square and the Fohenagh goalkeeper, Sean Burke brought off a
very fine save. The ball was not fully cleared and it took further

" good work by midfielder Gerry Lohan back to help out in defence
to keep a lively Ahascragh forword line in check.

But Ahascragh, with a little help from a breeze that was mostly
crossfield, continued to keep Fohenagh under pressure, Just on
the quoarter hour, Frankie Nolan pulled an a long ball and sent it

" over the Fohenagh bar to leave Ahascragh with a three-point lead. -

As they had done before, Fohenagh pulled another rabbit out of
the hat where one of their rare atiacks developed down their left
flank. Getting to the ball out in the corner and very close to the
Ahascragh endline, full forward Donal Barrett cut the ball across
the face of the goal and there was his forward colleague, Gerry
Burke, 1o connect with it and; with  shot that gave goalkeeper,
Nicholas Finnerty, abolutely no chance, whacked in the goal that
brought the sides level after sixteen minutes of play. :

Belore the Fohenagh cheers had died down Michael Healy had
regained the lead for Ahascragh with a neat point. At this stagl,
Fohenagh midfielders, Gerry Lohan, retired with an damaged
ankle and was replaced by P. J. Power, In the nineteenth minute, a
Fobenagh attack yielded a close free to the right of the Ahascragh
posts. Michael Gormally’s shot went over the Ahascragh crosshar
and the sides were lovel yet again. Two minutes later, a very well
worked move put Ahascragh back into the lead. Gerry Smyth
placed his full forward Joe Burke with a very precise pass and
Michael Healy snapped Burke's pass and baoymered home his
second goal of the game. : _ - : -

Down but by no means oot, Fohenagh rallied again, and in the
‘twenty-third minute, scored a carbon copy of the goal they had
scored, out of so very little, six minutes before and, again, Gerry
Burke was involved in the action. The Fohenagh attack developed

_ down the left wing as before. This time it was Gerry Burke who -

sent the ball across the Ahascragh goal. Nicely placed on the fringe
of the square the substitute, P. J. Power waited unatiended, Asthe
ball came sailing inlo range, Power slammed down with 2 two-
handed stroke and sent the ball to the net and Fohenagh had -
scrambied back on level terms once again.

Two points from Gerry Smyth, ene from a free quickly put
Ahaseragh back on top and, a minute later, Martin Healy's point
had given them o three-point lead. Fohenagh rallied before
halftime and Gerry Lally’s point cut Ahascragh’s lead. Michzel
Gormally had a good chance from a free but the ball drifted wide
of the posts and half-tinve came with the score standing ot 2-7to 3-2
in favour of Ahascragh.

Plenty of Action
- There was plenty of action in the opening stages of the second
half with play moving from end with both sides having their
chances. Eight minutes into the half a mere point divided the sides
when Gerry Barke cul a sideline bali over the Ahascragh bar from
fifty metres ont. The age-old rivaley between the two clubs cameto
the surface, as the pressure mounted and a few doubtful strokes
_were pulled. . o .
Going into the final quarter, antother Gerry Smyth point

. stretched Ahacragh's lead. The veferee, at this stage, chatted upa

couple of the players and he wasn't complicenting them on the
vigour of their swinging. Five minutes from full-time Dermot

- Murphy’s point put Abascragh back into a three-point lead.

Fohenagh were trying hard for an equalising goal but the magic
was gone and nothing came of some whole-hearted effort. Four
minutes from full-time, Dermot Murphy came tearing through the
Fohenagh defence and when he lashed in a clinching goa) any
hopes of a Fohenagh recovery were blown away on the harsh’
-wintry wind., . o

Full-time came with victory going where it belonged on theday’s
play. Ahascragh were smarter and sharper to the ball than their
opponents and two vital positions, centre hulf back and centre half
forward were exceptionally well manned. That is not to say that

. the team, as if ficided, was not a well balanced ome. Nicholas
- Finnerty, in goal, did well, whencver he was calied upon. John

Costello had a steady secure game at full back bat the key work in
defence was done by centre half back, Tom Divilly who was an
inspiration to those about him. He chased every bail and managed
to win and elear more than his share of them. x
Anton Smyth paired weli at centrefleld with Billy Lyons and
their task might have been made that little bit easier by the injury
to one of the opposing pair Gerry Lohan. The Ahascragh half

" forward line of the Healy brothers, Michael on the right and

Martin on the left with Gerry Smith in the centre was a most

- effective unit and Dermot Morphy in the left corner was always a
- threat to the defence. o .

" The Fohenagh goalkeeper, Sean Burke, also did well. Phonsie
Mitchell and Sean Gormally were best in a defence that generally . -

was inclined to concede too many frees. The Fohenagh midfield of

Kevin Brennan und Gerry Lohan did well early but Lohan's early
retirement vpset the balance of things. Gerry Burke, Paddy
Lohan and substitate P. ). Power took their chances in good style.

Teams

- AHASCRAGH: N. Finnerty; B. Donnellan, J. Costello, J.
“McDermott; J. Egan, T. Divilly, M. Glynn; A. Smyth, B. Lyoas;
Michael Healy, G. Smyth, Martin Healy; F. Nolan, J. Burke, D.
Murphy. . - . ] A
Scorcrs: M1, Healy (2-13, G. Smyth (0-4), D, Murphy (1-1), A.
Smyth (0-1), F. Nolan (0-1), Martin Healy (0-1). . R
FOHENAGH: S. Burke; T. Noone, E. Lohan, G. Costello; P.

© Mitchell, R, Hesslon, S, Gormally; G, Lohan, K, Brennan; M.

Gormally, S. Lohan, G, Burke; P. Loban, D, Barrett, G, Lally.,

“Sub.: P. J. Power for Gerey Loban, -+ . -

“Scorerst G. Burke (1-1), P, Lohan (1-0), P.-J, Power (1-0), M.

_Gormally (0-1), G, Lally (0-1), .. : :

Referce: Tom Quinn, Ballinderreen,
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